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With all due respect to my colleagues this evening, I would contend that what I teach – media law and Internet law – represent the ultimate in “internationalization.”

The oldest UN organization still in existence is Napolean’s creation at a Paris conference in 1865. It’s called the International Telecommunications Union, and it was created to establish standards for the Morse Code transmissions already going through under-ocean cables, carrying messages between countries.

Broadcasting, by definition, has no respect for national boundaries. At one time, 90 percent of the Canadian television audience could pick up over-the-air television signals from U.S. stations.

The shortwave stations that used to constitute nations’ primary voice to the rest of the world had to agree to the ITU’s assignment of frequencies, power, and hours of operation in order to avoid the signal interference that led to the creation of our own Federal Communications Commission for the same reason.

And as much space as there is up there for geosynchronous communications satellites, it’s not unlimited. Each satellite needs its own “orbital slot,” as they’re called. Who gets which ones, and how many? That’s another one that only an ITU can solve.

And why does Tom Friedman tell us that, once again, The World is Flat – to borrow the title of one of his books? Because the platform that is the Internet, with its World Wide Web, is also global. 
The Internet is where some $3.2 trillion U.S. dollars changes hands electronically every day. That’s where the designers of Ford’s new, global, Ford Focus, came to work each day – no matter where in the world they went home to each night. That’s where the iPhone users went to download three billion applications. That’s where my son and daughter-in-law go in the evening to hold a video conference with her parents in India – a video phone call that costs them nothing. That’s where my wife and I go with our laptops on the rare occasions when we want to watch videos from around the world, whether some of the 20 hours of video uploaded to YouTube every minute, Web cams, or TV programs from PBS, available online whenever we want to watch, without the need to pay for TiVo. That’s where I post the syllabus and other material for my students – and their research papers. That’s where I went to upload and publish the four books I produced during the last two years. And it’s where I go to do the research that goes into my blog entries in the morning.
It is where some of the world’s most serious crimes take place. The military’s version is how and where we fight the undeclared war in Pakistan, controlling the drones over that country from thousands of miles away, in Langley, Virginia, as if they were but objects in a video game.

And do you recall what our Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, found herself having to address a week ago today? That’s right, she was calling on China to investigate the cyber attacks on Google’s China operation, the email of human rights activists, and the computers of other corporations. Today’s wars are fought as terrorist attacks and cyberwarfare.
Bear in mind, not everything that involves other countries is “international” – in the sense of relations between nations. It is global. Ford’s cars are global – in design, manufacture, distribution, and sales. They are not “international.” The Internet is global, not “international.” It is also, not incidentally, the fastest growing anything in history (with the possible exception of the Kudzu in Alabama) – and furthermore, its riches are mostly free, and there’s no one in charge.

It is, in that respect, like IATA – the International Air Transport Association – which, despite its name, is really more global than “international.” Its members are airlines, not countries.
So, whether you call it “internationalization” or “globalization,” I believe that communications, media, and the Internet, are central to what it’s all about.
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** The Press-Citizen described the event as follows: “A new town-gown tradition is debuting with the first PrairieInSight program, a partnership between International Programs at the University of Iowa, Prairie Lights Books and City Channel 4.


The first program will be from 5 to 6:30 p.m. today at downtown Iowa City's Prairie Lights Books, 15 S. Dubuque St., in the second-floor, newly remodeled café with the theme, "The World's Our Stage: Why Internationalization?"


This debut program will feature a variety of guests from a broad range of disciplines with diverse experiences and perspectives who will discuss their visions of internationalization. All programs are free and open to the public.


City Channel 4 will videotape and air the program on a trial basis and also will re-broadcast at a later date on UITV. Podcasts also might be developed in the future.


Gerhild Krapf, director of external relations for UI International Programs, will serve as the program moderator.
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